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A Little Closer Than You Think..Benton MacKaye

| recently received information from Dick Evans, the president
of our association, that he had discovered his family had ties to our
founder Benton MacKaye. As | read further, | became amazed and

intrigued with the information Dick had shared with me. Since becom-

ing involved in the association two years ago, | have often read and

found incredibly interesting, any information | could find about this

great environmentalist. Who would have thought, Dick would have

ties to this man.... first hand ties. Family friends who not only knew / 2

Benton MacKaye, but lived with, worked with, had conversations with, |
and at times, helped take care of this man until his death. l

Dick has shared some unbelievable relics of the past which
contain information concerning this man, Benton MacKaye, the founder of the Appalachian Trail and
the man our trail and organization is named after. In this article | would like to share with our member-
ship some insight into who this man was.

Dick has given me permission to publish these relics’ and it is with great pleasure | do so. As
you view these documents, my suggestion is to use your Zoom function and Zoom in on the
documents. Many of the “hard to read” areas will be much easier to read if they are Enlarged.

Benton MacKaye; March 6, 1879 — Dec. 11, 1975 was an American forester, planner and con-
servationist. He was born in Stamford, Connecticut. He studied forestry at Harvard University and later
taught there for several years. He was also involved in a number of Federal bureaus and agencies.
MacKaye helped pioneer the idea of land preservation for recreation and conservation purposes, and
was a strong advocate of balancing human needs and those of nature. In addition to writing the first

argument against urban sprawl, MacKaye also authored two books, The New Exploration: A Philoso-

phy of Regional Planning and Expedition Nine: A Return to a Region. A co-founder of The Wilderness

Society, he is best known as the originator of the Appalachian Trail (AT), an idea he presented in his
1921 article titted An Appalachian Trail: A Project in Regional Planning. The Benton MacKaye Trall,
some portions of which coincide with the Appalachian Trail, is named after him."
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In 2005, while Dick was preparing for the Trail Completion Ceremony held on July 16" of that year, he
learned that his family had a close connection to Benton MacKaye. Dick’s paternal grandfather,
Ralph Evans, had moved to Shirley, MA, early In the 1900's, where the MacKaye Family lived and
where Benton always regarded as home, even when working in other locations. Ida Arnold, Dick’s
Aunt, had introduced him to Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt. Her family had maintained the MacKaye Cot-
tage when Benton was away, and Benton had spent his later years in their home. Natalie very kindly
sent Dick a part of an essay she had written in 1930 about MacKaye, and also included copies of
some correspondence. Dick’s Aunt Ida had often gone "trekking" with MacKaye in the Shirley area,
and one of Dick’s prized possessions is a copy of his book, "Expedition Nine" which MacKaye en-
dorsed to Dick’s Aunt in 1969 (copy of the front page is included is this article.)

Dick’s grandfather, who is the "businessman'™ mentioned on Page 16 of the paper written by

Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt, did not have a favorable opinion of MacKaye. He referred to MacKaye as

"the Great Outdoorsman" in a not particularly positive way. 2

Many of the documents contained in this edition are scanned copies from papers pre-
pared in the 1930’s. All documents can be read and enjoyed by ZOOMING in on the
document. You will be viewing this Special Edition using Adobe Reader which has a
- sign and a + sign at the top of the document. By clicking on the + sign, you will be
able to enlarge the page being viewed and clicking the - sign will reduce the page. |
hope you enjoy reading this intriguing first hand glimpse into the life of Benton

Benton NMacKay

2 Dick Evans
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This letter is from Mr. Doug Fry. He is the son of

Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt. She is the author of

many of the relics contained in this article and
knew Benton MacKaye personally.

Subject: Benton

From: (@comcast.net

Date: Sat, 19 Mar 2005 16:10:15 +0000
To: (@main.nc.us

Dear Dick-

Thank you for your letter. | am very interested in the BMTA and your opening ceremony. Please
include me in future mailings regarding the event.

My mother can provide much fuller recollections of Ben. [ was very young when he was still active and
vigorous. As you perhaps know, he lived next door to my grandmother in Shirley, where we visited
every summer. My grandmother always had a couple of extra people rooming or boarding in Shirley
(Years earlier she had run a Tea Room for the public in the Shirley home.) Ben would reside next door
during the summer and come over for meals. In the winter he would eat and sleep at the Johnson's {no
central heat in his house) . Later as his vision failed and he became more frail he moved in permanently.
We knew him as "Uncle Ben". My grandmother (who had cared for my grandfather at home during his
terminal illness of emphysema) cared for bim until he died at her home, as was his wish. He was a man
of considerable dignity and reserve. While his vision lasted he was constantly at work on his "Opus”
and one heard the pounding of the typewriter. (it would be a great project to searc! h out these
unpublished manuscripts which have no doubt been bequeathed to Harvard or somewhere.) He liked
his toast burnt. ("A little charcoal never hurt anyone".) He took Brewer’s yeast regularly long before
the onslaught of alternative medicine. He was the only Socialist in Shirley, though I never once heard
him discuss politics. When 1 applied (unsuccessfully) to Harvard, Ben (who graduated Harvard in 1911
or thereabouts) wrote an unsolicited recommendation -which I unfortunately did not save- but I recall
he said something to the effect that I would be "a breath of fresh air in a world of mega-institutions™ 1
was startled by the warmth of his support.

I am sure you are aware there is now a biography published. I understand (though 1 have not read 1t in
full) that Ben’s vision of the trail clashed with that of Avery, who was the hard headed practical
politician in conflict with the visionary idealist dreamer. (Ben apparently imagined a string of rural
camps for rejuvenation of the spirit linked by the trail). In particular, I think Ben was upset about the
congruence of the trail with the Blue Ridge Parkway road, diminishing its wilderness nature. 1 am
impressed that he BMTA has succeeded in blazing a new trail in this day of rampant bureaucracy. and 1
am curious about the role you may have played. Perhaps we can get together and talk over some
strong coffee (another fondness of Bens’s) Also I have always hoped to have a shelter or some other
memorial to Lucy Johnson incorporated into Ben’s legacy- perhaps we can discuss that someday

Thanks. Doug Fry (@comcast.net

6/30/05 7:28 AM
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A Letter From Natalie Johnson Fry
Hunt To Dick Evans
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Second Letter From Natalie John-
son Fry Hunt To Dick Evans
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& 14.

Buboheadid mot always speak In learned phrases.
wss very small I remember sitting on a sofa beside a very
large man who told me delightful stories of how Theseus slav
the liinotaur, how Cadmus planted the dragon's teeth, &n’ ol
S'Lnj;.-’lba;l the Sallore This man was dames mc}fq” +he
o ) Tn strange contrast to James is his brother Bent--.
e ————

,::>though as a child I thought him a rather queer-looking
and never formed much'of an opinion about his personallis
he has since become my favorite MacKaye. In appearance <
reminds me of Abraham Lincoln. He 1is, like Lincoln, so T3
homely that he is good-looking. He is tall and lanky; =S
halr is greyish black; his eyebrows are black and bushj; nis
face 1s covered with lines and wrinkles, and his nose - U B Pt
nent. DBis entire expression is one which would not encsinezs
the friendshin of a small child as did Jamie!s, He sz”
aself that he likes children but not bables. I bellieve "¢
does not 1like children elther until they are old enansi
very intellizent. But when he gmiles over a cup of DIt
coffee acecompanied with burnt toast (his favorite delicse-)
and says deep dovn in his throat,"Ahhhhh, this is gre=t!’
has the most pleasant of faces.

"Ben" has many delightful peculiarities which °
dear to his friends. He is a lover of "powwows".

t3 clmost any kind of a get-together of friends.

comes home from a long trip to spend a few davse

Iave cottage", he 1s always anxious to have a ~owwc

This is the essay written by Natalie Johnson
Fry Hunt in the Fall of 1935 when she was a
Freshman at Wheaton College. What you
are reading is a first hand observation by
Ms Hunt concerning Benton MacKaye.
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this or that old friend. 8uch a meeting usvally takes wlace
in the evening. 7The only requirementa are two or three pedule
in a talkative frame of mind. The conversation frequently
takes a political turn for Bentoq}like his brother Jame% is
a firm believer in socialism. MNoreover he knows personsily
great many mén who are either prominent themselves in the
political world or are powers behind the scenes. He often
dizcusses one of ¥he numerous "schemes" which he and sonme
friend or friends haVGKﬁ:grking out.? Sometimes the povwrow
is for the zole purpose of re-living old times.

An outegrowth of these powwows 1d the Communlty Club
the town which he calls home. Although most Gommunity Ciub
meetings are a hopeless farce at which thel)Dump Commitiee
reports that the townspeople persist in throwlng rubbish cut-
side the bounds of the dump, and everyone complains about®

speeding which 1a bound jo pake place on the newly-constir.ctel

: £
: poad and does nothing about 1it, %he élub 1s successful i i:s8
ittt

social phase. Just as its founder intended,ilt affords =«
opportunity for the members of our small community to cet Zo-
gether and exchange ldeas on the well-béing of thelr tour.
That it has not accomplished all of its ideals 1s not hls
faulte.c?

idnother outgrowth of his powwows was the "0ld Fozl:=s!
Club." This lasted for about two meetings and then pszssl
of ~xlstence. Its purpose was social and conversation:l

somewhat impractical. Its members indluded Bentorn,
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nf his beat friends--a millionaire, a former Rhodeg scholar,
and a business man. Difficulties arose when the topic of Gls
cussion proved to be 1iterary criticism and interpretation--
specl?ically) the reading of the criticisﬂkf Einsteln's T.=2027
by Benton's brother. Gndoubtedly the wholé "scheme " owes
exccllentjbut Ben did not reallze that it wasg, llke marny”

his other schemes, imuractical, for of the three, dnly tne
acholar had the slightest notion of what they wele talking =oCiT.
The other two soclably ate cpackers and cheese and tried not
to appear bewildered.
: But that 1ls one reascn why Ben's friends love him-- ~e

1s so impractical. T.ike the dreams of his father,-Stecle
MacKaye, his plans are = often 1mpossible to put into crac-
tice. Tn his heart of nearts I am sure he widhes the worli
would follow Rousseav's impractieal philosophy and go ''bsck
to nature."
Since bovhood he has been interested in nature, cegsYe.

phy, and mapse Recently he read aloud a selection frai

Geography of thg_ﬂorld”which he wrote in about his thin==:

year, This included detailed accounts of the territoX)
surrounding his home..: The account was divided into szctl
written on various "expeditions.” "Expedition Nine" 1z ke

moat famous of these. This was written as the young £=02-% rer

saqon the top of a high hill and observed the vili=r<s ok

Shirlev Center about two miles awaye. 1t is fgloed 270"

nlace, but overrun by Goasin,” he wrbte. After R pls 2 Rtlal:
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17.
detail the points of the compass and other geograni:iasgi
tures, he concluded by philosopbizing on the beaut: o-
and;g;am it suffers from man.

This pPhilosophy of the boy is very close to tic+p-
man. His life's work has becorte regionail planrina"

volves the guidance of increased bopulation thpoi-i-

channels, and the conservation of natural resourceg -«-

scenery by means of carafu%étudy and deliberate planv:r

In his article ggg_zggqﬁggg_ﬁighway_, publisheqd :

Egy_ggggbligl he provoses a plan:for the construct: -
road%rhich, just as railroads, shall besas direct as ne8cic

and be intercepted only at definite érossings, This highwez
shall avoid all towns, thus Protecting the lives of tra

pedestrian within the town and.saving time for the no-

The road shall &0 through the eountry where billboar. =
filling stations ghall be excluded by government oviie

the land borderinglit.One of the main rurposes of

construction would be the bPrevention of what the w’ -

"motor glums" op "rural wayside develogment" anc§221;1='

the zrowth of distinet communlities .

Since thig article was written in 1939,3 highwea-- |
meeting almost all the requirements of Hacieye's SOVLE:
hbighway has been conatructed from Boston to Concors, T
avolds townsy it is direct, O Vit
habited woodland, Cortainly-its four:lagnescmake oy v:-

safer than it hasg been. It remains to be Seen vnetlier o= »

houses will be built along it,
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If this road and others like it are entirely successful
then Ben wlll have lost one of his pet topies of dis:zussion,
Unlike Jamie, Ben becomes very passionate when one ﬁ""s
favorite thedbies is questionc%ﬁnd he holds forth viols:il-,
T 1ike nothing better than to listen to him express;;: LS
logical arguments to an audience who agree with hin
merel tried to get him roused. His hatred of the zu:c

— o T 3
for ruining the world of nature and[evogfﬁénetrgt;xﬁati

L o

own country town is very reminiscent of the dilsgust
small boy who sat atop Hunting 11ill and wrote "Exped:is:i:-
Nine<"

Ben's love of expe@lébns, of long tramps intc
try, has never left him.' Cne of his greatest inters

is the conservation of nature and the endouragenmant

interest 1in nature at its vurest and best, unharmel =

As "Pather of the Appalachian Trail" whichkn its nwroycss:

form “will extend from Mount Katahdin in Maine
of Tennessee, he has aided in the organlization
Trail Olubs throughout eastern United States.
the Appalachlaﬁ@r&il, a footpath along the crectsz 62

is expressed in a:pamohlet entitled The Appalacnls:.

Guide to the Study of Nature. He hopes that the corzzin

hiker will come to lmow nature at first hang, anc

to "become acquuinted"ﬁwith the scenerytund leer
and interpret it aswell as to enjoy it. The

Trall was one of the first fruits o&ﬁentor leciaze's

a regiridal planner.
|

1. B.Jackaye, The Apvalachian Trail, p.l
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19.

Fis book The New Exnlorstion dedlicated to "Shirle;

-n Tndigenous Community," is a study of reglional planni-=z
Writing as if he were atop Mount Monadnock surveying llew
England, he deacribes the "three invasions" of the regl

first the invasion of the great ice sheet, then the 1l .ve:l:w

of population and finally the "metropolitan invaslon" ?:f"a

"Socony station,- ----chain store:-,---hot-dog stand,--a=c
Kain Street generally". "The contact of the indigenocus
the metropolitan" is the chief problem of the regional

At present Benton MacKaye is engaged as regionral
for the Tennessee Valley Authority, on a government vroject
which is carrying out the principles of intelligent reglorsl
planning for a district which might otherwise grow up =lcv
and represent an infinite waste of notential wealth.
hie -erandfather Colonel XMncKaye, he is kelpring to melw

tbrv.

Tnnh of the eeXgyels, Tercy, James, and. T}:j:fntr‘:"/
wrodnot of the combined forces off environment and he»gd’*
Trn them can be troezd sa3ilyr the sharscterigtic traits
oncagtors. Bt althonsgh the ir?lueance of Father w
beer in cach essc considershle, neve
alwsys had @ fieiently strong veraonality to bece

ot individns) #nd has taken his ~lace in the wo

throuesh nis owm

1. B.llacKaye, The New Exploration,




