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 I recently received information from Dick Evans, the president 

of our association, that he had discovered his family had ties to our 

founder Benton MacKaye. As I read further, I became amazed and 

intrigued with the information Dick had shared with me. Since becom-

ing involved in the association two years ago, I have often read and 

found incredibly interesting, any information I could find about this 

great environmentalist. Who would have thought, Dick would have 

ties to this man…..first hand ties. Family friends who not only knew 

Benton MacKaye, but lived with, worked with, had conversations with, 

and at times, helped take care of this man until his death.  

 Dick has shared some unbelievable relics of the past which 

contain information concerning this man, Benton MacKaye, the founder of the Appalachian Trail and 

the man our trail and organization is named after. In this article I would like to share with our member-

ship some insight into who this man was.   

 Dick has given me permission to publish these relics’ and it is with great pleasure I do so. As 

you view these documents, my suggestion is to use your Zoom function and Zoom in on the 

documents. Many of the “hard to read” areas will be much easier to read if they are Enlarged.  

 Benton MacKaye; March 6, 1879 – Dec. 11, 1975 was an American forester, planner and con-

servationist. He was born in Stamford, Connecticut. He studied forestry at Harvard University and later 

taught there for several years. He was also involved in a number of Federal bureaus and agencies.  

MacKaye helped pioneer the idea of land preservation for recreation and conservation purposes, and 

was a strong advocate of balancing human needs and those of nature. In addition to writing the first 

argument against urban sprawl, MacKaye also authored two books, The New Exploration: A Philoso-

phy of Regional Planning and Expedition Nine: A Return to a Region. A co-founder of The Wilderness 

Society, he is best known as the originator of the Appalachian Trail (AT), an idea he presented in his 

1921 article titled An Appalachian Trail: A Project in Regional Planning. The Benton MacKaye Trail, 

some portions of which coincide with the Appalachian Trail, is named after him.1 

  

A Little Closer Than You Think…Benton MacKaye 
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In 2005, while Dick was preparing for the Trail Completion Ceremony held on July 16 th of that year, he 

learned that his family had a close connection to Benton MacKaye.  Dick’s paternal grandfather, 

Ralph Evans, had moved to Shirley, MA, early In the 1900's, where the MacKaye Family lived and 

where Benton always regarded as home, even when working in other locations. Ida Arnold, Dick’s 

Aunt, had introduced him to Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt. Her family had maintained the MacKaye Cot-

tage when Benton was away, and Benton had spent his later years in their home. Natalie very kindly 

sent Dick a part of an essay she had written in 1930 about MacKaye, and also included copies of 

some correspondence. Dick’s Aunt Ida had often gone "trekking" with MacKaye in the Shirley area, 

and one of Dick’s prized possessions is a copy of his book, "Expedition Nine" which MacKaye en-

dorsed to Dick’s Aunt in 1969 (copy of the front page is included is this article.)  

 Dick’s grandfather, who is the "businessman'" mentioned on Page 16 of the paper written by 

Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt, did not have a favorable opinion of MacKaye. He referred to MacKaye as 

"the Great Outdoorsman" in a not particularly positive way. 2 

 Many of the documents contained in this edition are scanned copies from papers pre-
pared in the 1930’s. All documents can be read and enjoyed by ZOOMING in on the 
document. You will be viewing this Special Edition using Adobe Reader which has a     
- sign and a + sign at the top of the document. By clicking on the + sign, you will be 
able to enlarge the page being viewed and clicking the - sign will reduce the page. I 
hope you enjoy reading this intriguing first hand glimpse into the life of Benton 

2 Dick Evans 
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This letter is from Mr. Doug Fry. He is the son of  
Natalie Johnson Fry Hunt. She is the author of 
many of the relics contained in this article and 

knew Benton MacKaye personally.  
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A Letter From Natalie Johnson Fry 
Hunt To Dick Evans 
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Second Letter From Natalie John-
son Fry Hunt To Dick Evans 
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This is the essay written by Natalie Johnson 
Fry Hunt in the Fall of 1935 when she was a 

Freshman at Wheaton College. What you 
are reading is a first hand observation by 

Ms Hunt concerning Benton MacKaye. 
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